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A Message from our Chaplain... 

Father Bob Schneider 

 

Examining Our 

          Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

The Season of Lent has begun. We use this �me of year 

not only to prepare for Easter, but also to examine our 

spiritual lives in a more intense way. How do we value 

the teachings of Jesus in our lives and is prayer and qui-

et �me with God really important? These are the kinds 

of ques�ons we can be asking ourselves. 

Recently, we have sent our Catechumens and Candi-

dates for the Easter Sacraments to meet the bishop at 

our Cathedral for the Rite of Elec�on. This is a very im-

portant �me for them in their forma�on process and 

our prayers and encouragement go with them!  We are 

so happy to spiritually accompany them in their journey 

of faith. 

And let us con�nue to pray for one another. 
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Grand Knight’s Report 
Steve Haines, St. Stephen Council 14084 

Hello Brother Knights, We are 

heading into an ac�ve �me of 

year for the Council as we get 

into the Lenten season. We al-

so have a very busy period sur-

rounding the Spring Jubilee. 

Here are some of the ac�vi�es 

coming up. 

 

March 15 – We have a second 

degree at St Stephen School at 9:00 AM. If you are cur-

rently a first degree and are ready to advance to the 

second degree consider coming to this degree. Dress is 

business casual. You should show up at the school 

around 8:30. If you have any ques�ons as to whether or 

not you qualify, refer to the 2
nd

 degree advancement 

sheet. If you do not have one call Milt Ambrose or my-

self and we can help you with that. 

 

March 18 – We have a first degree being held at Na�vi-

ty Catholic Church at 7:30 PM. If you have a candidate 

who has been through the admissions commi?ee and 

who we have already voted on, they would be able to 

a?end this degree. 

 

March 20 – 23 Spring Jubilee will take place at the St 

Stephen School grounds from Thursday a@ernoon un�l 

Sunday evening. We will be responsible for the Knights 

Pub and Parking. Julio Alvarez is in charge of the 

Knights Pub and s�ll needs volunteers for some slots on 

the schedule. Glenn Mercer is in charge of Parking and I 

am sure he can find a job for you throughout the Jubi-

lee. There is a great need for volunteers in the other 

venues as well. Whether you are volunteering or not 

make sure you come out and enjoy the event. Ride a 

ride and get some good Fair food.  

 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous – Ma? Corbo and I are coordina�ng an 

effort to help people in our Parish who have li?le odd 

jobs to do and they are not able to do them themselves. 

We will be helping a lady pressure wash her front side-

walk and driveway. 

Some of these jobs may require carpentry and building 

skills.  We want to use these jobs as a way that we can 

all get together and get to know each other be?er and 

do some good in our community. It is a win win for all of 

us. Our next project is March 29
th

 and it is the pressure 

washing job. We may also have a pressure washing job 

across the street from hers. Both ladys are parishioners. 

We will need a couple of pressure washers and some 

Knights. Send me an email if you are interested. We will 

start at 8:30 and it might take us 2 hours. 

 

Have a great month and let me know if you see some-

thing that we could be doing to help someone in need! 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Steve Haines   
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Introducing Love into Love 
 

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
March 2014 

On April 27, the Church will celebrate the canoniza�on of Blessed John Paul II. This will be an 

occasion of joy for the Knights of Columbus, since no pope has been closer to the Order. During 

John Paul II’s pon�ficate, which lasted more than 26 years, we had the privilege of working with 

him on many important projects, including the restora�on of the façade of St. Peter’s Basilica. 

We also worked closely with him in promo�ng marriage, family and the culture of life through 

our sponsorship of the Pon�fical John Paul II Ins�tute for Studies on Marriage and Family. And 

because the Knights brought a campus of the ins�tute to Washington, D.C., in 1988, there are 

now centers of the ins�tute in Australia, Mexico, Brazil, Spain, Benin and India.  

In his 1994 Le�er to Families, Pope John Paul II wrote that among the paths for the Church, “the family is the first and 

most important” (2). John Paul II’s commitment to family ministry was a central part of his voca�on throughout his 

priestly life.  

Thirty-five years before he wrote the Le�er to Families, he lectured at the Catholic University of Lublin in Poland on 

how to integrate Catholic doctrine into the lives of young married couples. He saw that Catholic moral teaching was 

too o@en perceived as nega�ve. Years before the Second Va�can Council, he wrote that the Church’s role is not 

merely to “command or forbid,” but also to “explain” and “jus�fy,” for Catholic morality rests “on a firm basis” that is 

posi�ve. 

John Paul II devoted his priestly ministry to helping married couples fulfill their responsibility of what he described as 

“introducing love into love.” By that he meant that the love between husband and wife should be incorporated into 

the Father’s love revealed to us in his Son, Jesus Christ. 

This way of thinking about marriage had an important place in the work of the 1980 Synod of Bishops on the Family. 

It was also the founda�on of John Paul II’s apostolic exhorta�on that followed in 1981, �tled Familiaris Consor�o. In 

this document, the pope established the firm basis on which to “introduce love into love.” He emphasized that love is 

the defining characteris�c of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God.  

The Lord called man into existence through love and “called him at the same �me for love,” he wrote. “God is love 

and in himself he lives a mystery of personal loving communion. Crea�ng the human race in his own image and con-

�nually keeping it in being, God inscribed in the humanity of man and woman the voca�on, and thus the capacity and 

responsibility, of love and communion. Love is therefore the fundamental and innate voca�on of every human be-

ing” (11). 

Ancient philosophers defined man as a “ra�onal animal” — the animal that thinks. Pope John Paul II challenged us to 

see the person as much more, as someone who is defined by love. To understand the person in this way does not un-

dermine reason, for love and truth are inseparable. We are called to love in a way that is truly and authen�cally hu-

man, to love in a way that is eminently reasonable. 

In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis reminds us that “the Gospel offers us the chance to live life on a higher 

plane” (10) but that “many of our brothers and sisters are living without the strength, light and consola�on born of 

friendship with Jesus Christ” (49).  

In this light, we recognize that the crisis affec�ng Chris�an family life today is linked to a lack of genuine friendship 

with Christ.  

Under the leadership of Pope Francis, we are determined to face this challenge with ever-greater urgency. Founded 

on principles of charity and unity by a priest who, like John Paul II, dedicated his ministry to the support of Catholic 

families, the Order will con�nue working to heal our wounded culture by “introducing love into love.”  

Through the intercession of Blessed John Paul II and Venerable Michael McGivney, may thousands of Knights of Co-

lumbus families con�nue to be witnesses of “strength, light and consola�on” to our brothers and sisters throughout 

the world. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 
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Plan for this Tax Day… 
    and into the future.            
 

Patrick Murphy 
Knights of Columbus Field Agent 

April 15 (tax day) is right around the cor-

ner. It’s become popular this �me of 

year to encourage the opening of an IRA 

or similar re�rement annuity, or the de-

posi�ng of addi�onal funds into an ex-

is�ng account, as a tax-savings vehicle. Or perhaps someone 

has tried to convince you to open an account, tou�ng the 

rate of interest that money in one of these accounts can 

earn. Let me join the chorus of folks encouraging you to 

open or add funds to an annuity, but for a different reason.  

Certainly, contribu�ng money to a Knights of Columbus an-

nuity will allow you to save some money on your income tax 

return. And our annui�es do pay a very compe��ve interest 

rate, consistent with our primary goal of absolute safety of 

principal. Opening or adding to an annuity for these rea-

sons, however, strikes me as taking a short-term view of a 

product that is designed to provide long-term security. How 

much security? How does re�rement income that you can-

not outlive — guaranteed — sound to you?  

Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a re�rement 

annuity for as li?le as $300. Consistent and disciplined sav-

ings placed into that annuity over �me can guarantee you 

an income at re�rement that you cannot outlive. That guar-

antee — along with the fact that no one has ever lost mon-

ey le@ in a Knights of Columbus annuity (remember – abso-

lute safety of principal) — really will provide you with peace 

of mind.  

I am happy to meet with you – at your convenience and in 

your home – to explain in detail the benefits of opening a 

Knights of Columbus annuity, along with the benefits of our 

top-rated life insurance, disability income and long-term 

care insurance plans.  

 

Fraternally,  

Patrick 
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St. Stephen Council 
March Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to all of our brother 

Knights with March birthdays! 

 

 

 
 

• Repose of the soul of Sandi Tucker, 
friend of Mike Seifert 

 
• Repose of the soul Julian Dimas, fa-

ther-in-law of  S/K Julio Alvarez 
 
• Peter Depra 
 
• Darlene Westbrock, wife of S/K/ Jerry 

Westbrook 
 
• Bonnie Cummings, wife of S/K Tom 

Cummings 
 
• S/K John Laughman 
 

Prayer Requests 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, Pray for Us. 
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Msgr. John F. Scully Assembly 
3418 

Officers 
 

Faithful Navigator 
Rick Hughes, FDD, PGK, PFN 

 
Faithful Friar 

Fr Bob Schneider 
 

Faithful Captain 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 
Faithful Admiral 

Mike Formato, FDD, PGK, PFN 
 

Faithful Pilot  
John Cirello, PGK 

 
Faithful Comptroller:  

Alex Czopek 
 

Faithful Purser:  
John Montaldo, PGK 

 
Faithful Scribe  

Patrick Roach, PGK 
 

Faithful Trustees 
 Paul Spinler 

John Berrie 
Larry Evers 

 
Faithful Sentinels 

 Steve Haines 
Ed Sleyzak 

Anthony Giaccone 
 

Color Corps Commander 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 
VAVs Coordinator 

Rich Samowksi 
 

 

Co-sponsored Seminarians 
 
Patriotism and Heroism in Action 
 

 

There are many instances of great patrio�sm and hero-

ism generated by military chaplains—Catholic and non-

Catholic—during our na�on’s wars and military con-

flicts. But did you know that only four chaplains have 

ever received the na�on’s highest award, the Medal of 

Honor—and all four were Catholics? 

 

Becoming a Catholic is a special calling. But, although 

the US Military has its own Catholic diocese (the Arch-

diocese of Military Services, USA), the priest that serve 

as chaplains belong to their home geographic diocese. 

Recrui�ng and retaining Catholic chaplains is always a 

struggle. That is why a few years ago the Knights of Co-

lumbus began a scholarship program for Military Chap-

lains. The idea is simple. The scholarship money is dedi-

cated to the archdiocese's "Co-Sponsored Seminarian 

Program," which was ini�ated to recruit priestly voca-

�ons for the military for the benefit of the armed forces 

as well as par�cipa�ng dioceses and religious orders 

throughout the country. Through this program, the mil-

itary archdiocese contracts with each par�cipa�ng dio-

cese to fund 50 percent of the cost of a seminarian's 

five-year educa�on — typically $12,500 per year. In re-

turn, the candidate agrees that, following ordina�on 

and three years of service at a parish, he will commit to 

serve as a military chaplain under the auspices of the 

military archdiocese for a minimum of three to five 

years. 

 

The KofC Military Chaplain’s Scholarship program de-

pends heavily on dona�ons from individual Knights. For 

more informa�on on how you can donate to this pro-

gram, please contact the Faithful Navigator of Mon-

signor John F. Scully Assembly, Rick Hughes at 

rhughes14084@gmail.com.  
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Listen, learn, and act in support of the FCCB 

Rick Hughes,  Faithful Navigator Msgr. John F. Scully Assembly 

 

Brother Knights, 

 

We are truly blessed to live in a free country. With all of 

the issues and internal divisions that our na�on faces, 

we some�mes forget that things can be—and o@en 

are—much worse in the rest of the world. One only has 

to look at current events in Syria, Ukraine, and Iran, to 

name a few, to understand that we should be thankful 

for our country’s heritage of liberty, and to those who 

paid the price in blood for our freedoms. Too o@en, 

however, we tend to take our way of life for granted. 

For a free people to remain free, constant vigilance is 

required. 

In the United States, most of us exercise that vigilance 

during elec�ons, by vo�ng for officials at the federal, 

state, and local levels that reflect our values and our 

priori�es. To be truly vigilant, however, we should not 

stop there. We should be holding our elected officials 

accountable for their ac�ons. That means communi-

ca�ng with those officials on a regular basis. And while 

a lone voice may not make much difference, a large 

number of voters communica�ng a consistent message 

can make an impact. 

This month, the Florida State Legislature began is 2014 

session. The Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(FCCB), as it does every year, a?empts to focus a?en-

�on on those bills and issues coming before the Legisla-

ture that have moral significance for Catholics—and, for 

that ma?er, all people—as well as issues that affect the 

life of the Church. It is impera�ve that we pay a?en�on 

to what our Bishops are saying, and—if we truly want 

to be vigilant—to individually take the ac�ons that they 

recommend. It may not be an easy thing to write your 

State Representa�ve or Senator if you have never done 

it before. But if we do not take ac�on, who will? 

 

 

The FCCB publishes a weekly summary of Legisla�ve 

happenings, and has a daily tracking of the status of cer-

tain bills that the Bishops consider a priority. The Bish-

ops o@en calls on Catholics to take ac�on at cri�cal 

�mes in the Legisla�ve process. They also sponsor a 

“Catholic Days at the Capitol”, which will take place on 

March 25-26. For more informa�on, please go to h?p://

www.flaccb.org/. 

I would strongly urge every Knight to follow the recom-

menda�ons of the Bishops and take ac�on where ap-

propriate. If we as individuals exercise our vigilance, col-

lec�vely we can make a big impact! 

Fraternally, 
 

Rick Hughes 

Faithful Navigator 

Monsignor John F. Scully Assembly 3418 


